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Abstract
We present preliminary findings on the MultiLS dataset, developed in support of the 2024 Multilingual Lexical
Simplification Pipeline (MLSP) Shared Task. This dataset currently comprises of 300 instances of lexical complexity
prediction and lexical simplification across 10 languages. In this paper, we (1) describe the annotation protocol in
support of the contribution of future datasets and (2) present summary statistics on the existing data that we have
gathered. Multilingual lexical simplification can be used to support low-ability readers to engage with otherwise
difficult texts in their native, often low-resourced, languages.
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1. Introduction

The lexical simplification pipeline is a family of sys-
tems concerned with the task of automatically iden-
tifying and replacing complex vocabulary with sim-
pler alternatives (North et al., 2023b). The lexi-
cal simplification pipeline provides a more targeted
approach to simplification than automated text
simplification (Al-Thanyyan and Azmi, 2021; Alva-
Manchego et al., 2020) which directly rewrites en-
tire sentences. The two core operations included
in the lexical simplification pipeline are (1) lexi-
cal complexity prediction and (2) the replacement
of complex words with simple synonyms. Other
varied operations exist in the text simplification
ecosystem (Cardon and Bibal, 2023) which may
be handled within lexical simplification depending
on the specific implementation of the pipeline.

The task of Lexical Complexity Prediction (LCP)
(Shardlow et al., 2020, 2022; North et al., 2023b), a
form of Complex Word Identification (CWI) (Shard-
low, 2013), involves assigning continuous values
in the range 0-1 to given tokens in context, repre-
senting the difficulty that an intended reader popu-
lation may associate with that target word. LCP
was previously explored through a shared task
(Shardlow et al., 2021) at SemEval 2021.

The second task, often referred to just as lexical
simplification (Saggion et al., 2022) involves gen-

erating simple substitutions for target words in con-
text. This task has been explored for single words
and multi-word expressions, and is related to the
identification of simple paraphrases (Pavlick and
Callison-Burch, 2016; Maddela et al., 2021).

In addition to these two tasks, lexical simplifica-
tion pipeline systems often take into account word
sense disambiguation (Saggion et al., 2016), inde-
pendent substitution generation / selection (Qiang
et al., 2020) and grammaticality filtering (Gooding
and Kochmar, 2019) steps — which are not explic-
itly explored in our dataset.

We identify two shortcomings of current work on
the lexical simplification pipeline as follows:

1. Current datasets only explore one pipeline op-
eration, but no dataset exists with multiple op-
erations on the same target words in context.
This means that systems that are trained on
one task are unsuitable for the other. Systems
trained using multiple datasets may experi-
ence ‘genre drift’, where the text type across
datasets differs.

2. The existing data is overwhelmingly in the
English language. Whereas some recent ef-
forts exist to provide open source data in lan-
guages other than English, there is no guar-
antee that these datasets are created using
similar protocols.
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We introduce the MultiLS dataset1 to address
these two issues, based on the MultiLS framework
(North et al., 2024). MultiLS is a new dataset that
unites the related tasks of LCP and lexical simplifi-
cation. Each instance in MultiLS contains a single
target within an authentic context, which has been
annotated for both the difficulty of the target (0-1)
and relevant simplifying substitutions for the tar-
get. MultiLS is available in 10 languages and each
language has the same amount of data, providing
equality in provision between language sources.

2. Related Work

Current systems adopting the lexical simplification
pipeline make use of transformer technology as
described in detail in a recent survey by North
et al. (2023b). In this section we particularly fo-
cus on the multilingual resources available for (1)
Full-pipeline lexical simplification systems (2) LCP
datasets and (3) Lexical simplification datasets.

Whilst several recent works exist implementing
the lexical simplification pipeline in English mak-
ing use of transformer-based technology (Qiang
et al., 2021a; Baez and Saggion, 2023), there
have also been significant efforts in Spanish to
implement lexical simplification systems both for
European Spanish (Alarcon et al., 2021; Stajner
et al., 2023) and for Latin American variants such
as Ecuadorian Spanish (Ortiz-Zambrano et al.,
2023). The full pipeline has also been imple-
mented in Swedish (Graichen and Jonsson, 2023),
French (Rolin et al., 2021) and Chinese (Qiang
et al., 2021b), making use of language-specific
monolingual transformer based models. The lex-
ical simplification pipeline is typically implemented
as a monolingual task. However, there are also
efforts to implement multilingual systems for sim-
plification (Sheang and Saggion, 2023; Liu et al.,
2023), which rely on multilingual language mod-
els trained on the TSAR-2022 shared task data for
English, Spanish and Portuguese (Štajner et al.,
2022).

An LCP dataset comprises of target words in
context with a continuous value representing the
difficulty of that target. LCP datasets were re-
leased for English through previous shared tasks
(Yimam et al., 2018; Shardlow et al., 2021). There
are 70K instances of LCP judgements available for
English across these three shared task datasets,
with additional data released through these efforts
for Spanish and German. Recent research ad-
dressed the prediction of lexical difficulty for for-
eign language readers of French (Tack, 2021).
Additionally, other research for French has imple-
mented LCP annotations in the medical context

1https://github.com/MLSP2024/MLSP_Data

(Sheang et al., 2022; Koptient and Grabar, 2022).
For Japanese, the recent JaLeCoN dataset (Ide
et al., 2023) provides 10K LCP annotations for
news text and 8K LCP annotations for governmen-
tal texts. Published work to develop LCP annota-
tions for languages other than English has also
taken place for Russian (Abramov and Ivanov,
2022; Abramov et al., 2023), Turkish (Ilgen and
Biemann, 2023), Chinese (Yang et al., 2023) and
Malay (Omar et al., 2022).

Lexical simplification datasets comprise of a
context, with a marked target word and a list of po-
tential simplifying substitutions for that target word.
The TSAR-2022 shared task data (Štajner et al.,
2022) provides instances of lexical simplifications
for English, Spanish (Ferrés and Saggion, 2022)
and Portuguese (North et al., 2022, 2023a). Addi-
tionally, for Spanish, the EASIER Corpus (Alarcon
et al., 2023) provides further simplification data.
We also identified suitable simplification resources
for French (Billami et al., 2018), Japanese (Kaji-
wara and Yamamoto, 2015; Kodaira et al., 2016),
Chinese (Qiang et al., 2021b) and an additional re-
source for Portuguese (Hartmann et al., 2018).

3. MultiLS Dataset

We introduce the MultiLS dataset and describe
the Trial data, comprising of 30 instances per lan-
guage for 10 available languages. MultiLS pro-
vides LCP and lexical simplification annotations
on common targets and contexts for each avail-
able language, significantly extending the avail-
ability of multilingual lexical simplification pipeline
data. The full MultiLS dataset including a further
5,600 test instances across all 10 languages will
be released as part of the 2024 MLSP shared task
(Shardlow et al., 2024).

3.1. Annotation Protocol
We gathered an international team of 21 re-
searchers representing 14 institutions and based
across 8 countries. Each researcher was tasked
with coordinating the annotations for one or more
of the languages in our dataset. To guide the var-
ied teams of dataset providers, we produced a
comprehensive set of annotation guidelines. The
key points from these guidelines are described
below. The full guidelines are available with the
dataset to encourage future contributions of addi-
tional languages.

3.1.1. Data Preparation

Dataset providers selected appropriate instances
in their target language, focusing on contexts or
single words (i.e., not multi-word expressions).

https://github.com/MLSP2024/MLSP_Data
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The definition of word may change from one lan-
guage to another, especially when handling lan-
guages with non-Alphabetic scripts. The words
were selected in each language to ensure suffi-
cient difficulty to warrant lexical complexity anno-
tation, and particularly to ensure that annotators
will be able to find some simpler substitutions for
the word in context. We provided a sample list of
200 words in English with the aim of encouraging
common words across languages. However, due
to language-specific constraints, not all providers
used this list to make their selection. Whilst this
was not enforced, there are some common targets
across language pairs which can be used for future
investigations.

Once the words had been selected, dataset
providers identified 200 contexts in their target lan-
guage, where each context contained one of the
target words. Data providers were also free to
select 200 contexts and then choose appropriate
target words within those contexts. The contexts
were selected from a readily available source in
each language, specifically one that is related to
an educational setting and released under a li-
cense that allows further redistribution of the text.
For each context, an additional 2 words were se-
lected for annotation. The requirement to select
200 contexts, with 3 words per context gave rise to
600 instances in total per language. An example
is given below in English, with the selected target
words highlighted in bold text:

Folly is set in great dignity.

Note that the highlighted words: ‘Folly’, ‘great’
and ‘dignity’ all bear semantic content. The re-
maining words (the copula ‘is’ and the preposition
‘in’) are short words that do not have much influ-
ence on the overall meaning of the text. Particu-
larly, it would be hard to find substitutions for these.

3.1.2. Annotator Selection

We requested that data providers solicited a min-
imum of 10 annotations per instance. Data
providers were instructed to select annotators
according to a ‘Target group’, which was also
recorded as metadata indicating that the annota-
tions received were reflective of the needs of the
target group. For each annotator, the following
additional elements of metadata were collected:
(1) The number of years the annotator has spent
in education; (2) Whether or not they are a na-
tive speaker of the language that is being anno-
tated; (3) Age; (4) Typical number of hours they
spend reading per week; (5) First Language; and
(6) Number of languages they speak.

Dataset providers were able to either choose the
same annotators to perform both lexical simplifi-
cation and LCP, or to choose different groups for

each task. For example if the target group was lan-
guage learners, the data provider may have cho-
sen to ask the learners to provide LCP annotations
and their teachers to provide lexical simplification
annotations.

3.1.3. Data Annotation for Lexical
Complexity

Annotations for lexical complexity were performed
using a 5-point Likert scale, with the following
points translated into each language:

1. Very Easy - Words that are very familiar to you

2. Easy - Words that are mostly familiar to you

3. Neutral - Words that are neither difficult nor
easy to you

4. Difficult - Words whose meaning is unclear,
but that you may be able to infer from context

5. Very Difficult - Words that you have never
seen before, or whose meaning is very un-
clear

Each instance was presented to the annota-
tor with the full context and the annotators were
asked to provide an independent judgement for
each of the three highlighted words per context.
Dataset providers additionally performed manual
quality control on the resulting annotations, such
as checking that the annotators had used the full
range of annotations and that the complexity judge-
ments were in line with those of other annotators’.
The 1-5 annotations were converted to 0-1 follow-
ing the Complex 2.0 format (Shardlow et al., 2022).

We did not typically enforce annotator agree-
ments, but instead relied on manual evaluation of
the outputs of annotators by the dataset providers.
All provided data was quality checked and ad-
justed to ensure consistency where needed.

3.1.4. Data Annotation for Lexical
Simplification

For each target word, annotators provided a min-
imum of 1 and a maximum of 3 words that could
be used to simplify the target in the given context.
The substitutions were selected to ensure (a) that
the meaning of the original word and the overall
context was preserved, and (b) that the substitu-
tion was easier to understand than the original tar-
get. For some of the target words, it was not easy
to find appropriate simplifications in the contexts
that they are presented in. For instance, a word
may already be sufficiently simple, or despite be-
ing complex there may be no simpler alternatives.
In these cases, the annotators were instructed to
write the original word, or to leave the field blank
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and indicate that the original word is the simplest
word that could fit in this context.

Data providers performed quality control
through manual verification of the submissions of
each annotator by checking (a) the suitability of
the substitutions within the context, and (2) the
frequency with which annotators were unable to
find a simplification.

For some languages, a substitution may cause
issues regarding the agreement with surrounding
words (e.g. a masculine noun replaced by a fem-
inine substitution will require to revise the gender
of its related adjectives or determiners). We de-
cided to treat morphological adaptation as a sep-
arate task that is left aside. Annotators were in-
formed that they may propose substitutions that do
not strictly fit in the grammatical context regarding
gender/number agreement.

3.2. MultiLS Trial Data
Presently, we have released 30 instances per lan-
guage for the 10 languages in Table 1. We report
the aggregated metadata for each language, as
well as summary statistics on the overall dataset.

4. Discussion

In this work we have presented a data annota-
tion effort for LCP and lexical simplification which
is intended to be extensible to a wide variety of
languages. Currently, 8 out of the 10 languages
represented are Indo-European, with 5 Romance
Languages (French, Italian, Spanish, Portuguese
and Catalan), 2 West-Germanic languages (En-
glish and German) and Sinhala which is of the
Indo-Aryan family. Additionally we have Filipino
and Japanese which are of the Austronesian and
Japonic families respectively. Eight of the lan-
guages make use of the Latin script, with Sin-
hala and Japanese being exceptions to this. The
Latin script languages are alphabetic, whereas
Sinhala is an abugida language (characters repre-
sent a combination of vowel and consonants) and
Japanese script features kanji (logographic char-
acters loaned from Chinese) and kana (syllabic
characters). The available languages are a re-
sult of the collaborative team that we were able
to gather. We hope to extend the language fam-
ilies, scripts and script types represented in future
iterations of the dataset.

The target groups and text genres represented
in the language subsets of our dataset are varied
as shown in the second and third column of Ta-
ble 1. This reflects the availability of target texts
in each language as well as the available pools
of annotators that we were able to access. We
expect that this will result in some variations be-

tween datasets reflecting the interests of the target
groups. We have exposed this information to help
those working with our dataset to adjust systems
according to each target group. We will also make
summary metadata regarding our annotators for
each subset available alongside the dataset.

The average complexity in our dataset varies
across subsets. The average complexity of each
subset is below 0.5 (0 = Very Easy, 1 = Very Dif-
ficult). All datasets contain examples of complex
language (> 0.5), but the low average complexities
represents the fact that the majority of identified
tokens were assigned easier complexity values (<
0.5) by annotators. This is representative of Zip-
fian language distributions, where most frequent
words are familiar, with few rare complex words.

The context length also varies between subsets
of our data. Japanese has a particularly short
context length as each kanji character is a logo-
graphic unit, leading to fewer characters per sen-
tence. Considering the other languages, the texts
selected for Filipino have a typically short context
length (64.066) whereas those selected for Cata-
lan have a generally long context length (239.533).
We also note significant variations in the number
of unique substitutions per language with an aver-
age of 3.967 substitutions per instance for Filipino
and 15.8 for Japanese. Each language is unique
and the variations arise from the target groups, text
genres, annotator pool and language specific fac-
tors. We deliberately present the MultiLS dataset
as a composite of sub-language datasets to al-
low and encourage the development of language-
specific and multilingual simplification interven-
tions and technologies.

We initially aimed for a high degree of unifor-
mity in our dataset across language subsets. How-
ever, to prioritise the inclusion of more languages
we chose to relax the inclusion criteria to incor-
porate existing efforts to annotate LCP/LS for in-
teresting and diverse text types and genres. Ad-
ditionally, our approach gave significant agency
to the native-speaking dataset providers in each
language-setting to make linguistically appropriate
decisions for their bespoke context. The result is a
dataset with lower intra-lingual conformity, but ulti-
mately a larger, more diverse and easily extensible
dataset.

Recent efforts in lexical simplification within En-
glish have focussed on personalised approaches
to (a) complexity detection (Gooding and Tragut,
2022) and (b) simplification (Sukiman et al., 2024),
which seeks to model the individual reader, as op-
posed to building a single model for all readers.
Our proposed dataset only provides a single ag-
gregated judgement per instance, meaning that it
is not useful for personalised lexical simplification
pipelines in its current form. The authors will ex-
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Language Target Text Mean Mean Context Mean #
Group Genre Complexity Length Unique Subs

Catalan Varied News 0.487 (0.125) 239.533 (70.128) 14.167 (3.354)
English University Students Wikibooks 0.200 (0.201) 111 (36.992) 6.167 (1.859)
Filipino University Staff Educational Books 0.171 (0.126) 64.066 (22.137) 3.967 (1.098)
French Language Learners Varied 0.371 (0.229) 129.1 (45.564) 10.067 (3.463)
German High-School Students Wiki / Literary 0.413 (0.191) 195.733 (59.604) 8.067 (2.791)
Italian Native Speakers Wikibooks/Wikiquote 0.248 (0.168) 168.4 (67.614) 7.800 (2.952)
Japanese Language Learners Varied 0.259 (0.173) 37.8 (7.303) 15.800 (4.634)
Portuguese MTurk Workers Varied 0.273 (0.165) 165.9 (74.062) 5.367 (1.217)
Sinhala University Staff News / Religious 0.243 (0.214) 163.4 (52.554) 4.333 (0.606)
Spanish Varied Educational Books 0.449 (0.233) 178.7 (48.075) 10.867 (3.785)

Table 1: Dataset metadata and statistics for the MultiLS trial data organised alphabetically by the English
name of the language. All values given as mean average with standard deviation in brackets. Context
length is reported as character length for cross-lingual comparison.

plore the use of the unaggregated annotator-level
complexity predictions to better understand how
we can use this data for personalised judgements.

5. Conclusion

We present the MultiLS dataset, comprising of LCP
and lexical simplification data for 10 languages.
MultiLS is an extensible framework and is open
to contributions of additional languages and to
additional data for the existing languages (North
et al., 2024). MultiLS will allow future researchers
to develop truly multilingual lexical simplification
pipeline systems. We include one instance per lan-
guage in Table 2 in the Appendix.
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